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Midwest Innocence Project Files Post-Conviction Petition Seeking to Overturn and
Vacate the Conviction of Donnell Dobbs

Kansas City, KS, July 29, 2026 -- The Midwest Innocence Project filed a post-conviction
motion to overturn and vacate the wrongful conviction of'its client, Donnell Dobbs, arguing
his constitutional rights were violated at trial because, among other things, key exculpatory
evidence was never disclosed. The petition was filed on July 28.

Dobbs was tried and convicted of the October 3, 2008, murder of Muryel Josenberger at a
Kansas City, Kansas barbershop. Dobbs has always maintained his innocence in a case that
was marred by misconduct by the Wyandotte County District Attorney’s Office and the
Kansas City Kansas Police Department (“KCKPD”), including disgraced former officer
Roger Golubski.

The crime occurred in the afternoon, when an assailant entered the barbershop with a rifle
and opened fire inside the barbershop. Josenberger was killed. Mario Mitchell, who
escaped out of the back of the barbershop, was shot 12 times, but survived. Witnesses at
the scene described the assailant as about 5°10” and 190 pounds with braids. Dobbs, a
former college football defensive lineman, weighed at least 260 pounds in October 2008
and always wore his hair very short.

For almost two weeks, Dobbs was never mentioned in any KCKPD investigative record or
otherwise connected to this crime. Then, for unknown reasons, KCKPD detectives went to
visit Mitchell at the hospital, bringing with them photo arrays including Dobbs and his
friend, Casey Ellis. Mitchell, who to date had not provided any description of the assailant,
inexplicably identified Dobbs and Ellis after KCKPD detectives conducted an unrecorded
and undocumented interview of Mitchell. Dobbs and Ellis were arrested the next day.
KCKPD did not conduct any further investigation into the crime.



At trial, the State’s only evidence against Dobbs and his co-defendant was the incredulous
testimony of Mitchell, the purported eyewitness. Mitchell’s story continued to change
leading up to trial and the State did not provide any evidence to corroborate or otherwise
bolster his story. The jury returned a mixed verdict — convicting Dobbs but acquitting his
co-defendant.

The Midwest Innocence Project, through its diligent investigation, has uncovered
significant evidence that dismantles the State’s already razor thin case against Dobbs.

First, Dobbs had an alibi. On the day of the murder, Dobbs attended the funeral of a friend
and then gathered with friends at his mother’s house.

Second, significant evidence pointed to an alternate suspect, Keith Wright, as the true
perpetrator of this crime. Following the crime, KCKPD received multiple tips that Wright
was the barbershop shooter. In fact, the murder victim’s mother told KCKPD she heard
that Wright killed her son. Wright was also nearly an exact match to witness descriptions
— he was 5°9” and 190 pounds with braids. Additionally, the same day as the barbershop
shooting, the victim’s relatives went to retaliate against Wright for the crime and a shootout
ensued, with Wright shooting someone. KCKPD issued a pickup order for Wright, which
explicitly stated that he was wanted as a suspect in both the barbershop and retaliatory
shooting incident. Wright turned himself in. There is no evidence KCKPD ever questioned
him about the barbershop shooting.

Third, the Midwest Innocence Project uncovered disgraced KCKPD Detective Roger
Golubski’s connection to this case. Golubski, a KCKPD officer for 35 years, has a well-
documented history of terrorizing the Black community in North Kansas City. His conduct,
well-known to those in the community, first came to light following the exoneration of
Lamonte Mclntyre in 2017. In that case, it was revealed that when MclIntyre’s mother
refused Golubski’s sexual advances, Golubski and another detective intentionally
pressured a woman to falsely identify Mclntyre, framing him for murder. Golubski
repeated his abhorrent conduct in the convictions of Cedric Warren and Dominique Moore.
There, again, Golubski targeted and framed Warren with murder because Warren’s mother
rejected Golubski’s advances and solicitations of sex. Warren and Moore were exonerated
in 2024 when, in addition to Golubski’s misconduct, it was revealed that exculpatory
information about the sole eyewitness was never disclosed.

Golubski’s conduct extends far beyond those exonerations. In 2022, Golubski was indicted
in two separate cases on federal charges. The first case centered on his sexual abuse of
Black women in Kansas City, Kansas. The second focused on his criminality as a protector
of notorious Kansas City, Kansas drug kingpin, Cecil Brooks. The allegations in those
cases outline how Golubski terrorized women in the community while protecting and
profiting from the city’s drug dealers. Golubski committed suicide on the first day of his
first federal case, but Dobbs’ mom, Davilyn, was going to be a witness in that case as
Golubski tried to coerce sexual favors from her.




In the years leading up to Dobbs’ arrest, Golubski, on multiple occasions, tried to coerce
and extort sex from Davilyn. She rejected his advances and told KCKPD internal affairs.
Her complaint was brushed away as she was told it was his word against hers. Golubski
vowed to lock up her sons in retaliation for rejecting his advances. That is Golubski’s
modus operandi, and that is what is reflected in this case — Golubski, the supervising officer
on this case who responded to the crime scene and was present when Dobbs was arrested,
engaged in a targeted and coordinated effort to frame Dobbs for this murder because his
mother rejected his sexual advances.

The Midwest Innocence Project’s investigatory findings are confirmed and bolstered by
the Wyandotte County District Attorney’s Office Community Integrity Unit (“CIU”). The
CIU completed its own thorough review of Dobbs’ case more than five years ago and
concluded that Dobbs was innocent. Yet, Dobbs unjustifiably and inhumanely remains in
prison today.

Now, on July 28, 2026, the Midwest Innocence Project, along with co-counsel, Morgan
Pilate LLC, filed a post-conviction petition for Dobbs, raising, among other things, the
following issues:

1. Dobbs is innocent;

2. Dobbs’ due process rights were violated because the State failed to disclose material
exculpatory and impeaching evidence, including evidence establishing that: (i) an
alternate suspect committed the crime and (i1) exposing the misconduct and bad acts
of Golubski and other KCKPD officers;

3. Dobbs failed to receive constitutionally required effective assistance of trial
counsel;

4. Dobbs failed to receive statutorily required effective assistance of habeas counsel;

5. Dobbs’ due process rights were violated because the eyewitness identification was
unduly suggestive and unreliable;

6. Dobbs’ due process rights were violated because KCKPD’s investigation was so
intentionally reckless and deficient;

7. Dobbs’ constitutional rights were violated because the prosecutor presented
evidence at trial that she should have known was false; and

8. Dobbs’ due process rights were violated when the State charged two men under two
different theories of this crime.

Today is a significant step in the fight to exonerate and clear Dobbs’ name. The Midwest
Innocence Project and Morgan Pilate LLC will continue to pursue justice for Dobbs and
his family.



About the Midwest Innocence Project

The Midwest Innocence Project is a nonprofit legal organization dedicated to providing
free post-conviction representation to people convicted of crimes they did not commit in a
five-state region — Kansas, Missouri, lowa, Nebraska, and Arkansas.

The Midwest Innocence Project is dedicated to supporting and empowering freed and
exonerated people post release and advocating to change the system to prevent wrongful
convictions in the first place.

Since its founding in 2001, the Midwest Innocence Project has helped secure the
exoneration of 11 wrongfully convicted individuals, the release of eight additional
individuals, and is currently advocating on behalf of more than 20 individuals still fighting
to regain their freedom.

MIP is currently in a critical fundraising campaign. To ensure its clients continue to
receive legal representation and that hundreds of people awaiting case review have
somewhere to turn, MIP has launched a $500,000 campaign — and gifts are currently
being matched dollar-for-dollar while matching funds remain. To support the campaign
or learn more about the Midwest Innocence Project, visit www.themip.org/donate.

Additional Resources

Read a full copy of Mr. Dobbs’ post-conviction petition: https://themip.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/07/DOC_155137827.pdf

Learn more about Donnell Dobbs’ case:

e https://kansascitystack.substack.com/p/new-innocence-motion-former-sheriffs

e https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-cost-of-saying-
n0/1d1782163489?21=1000685312646

Learn more about Roger Golubski’s misconduct:

e https://www.newyorker.com/books/under-review/when-sexual-exploitation-is-
fundamental-to-police-corruption

e https://www.themarshallproject.org/records/3845-roger-golubski

e https://www.npr.org/podcasts/1123593061/overlooked




